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Dear Lay and Clergy Members of the Annual Conference, Conference and Agency Leaders, 
 

The Annual Conference Planning Committee and the Local Arrangements Committee are pleased to 
welcome you to Tifton for the 2016 South Georgia Annual Conference Session.  We are especially excited 
about this year’s conference for several reasons: 
 

● Our conference theme, “Testify and Multiply,” lends itself to the celebration of good news.  
● This year’s conference is the 150th Session of the South Georgia Conference.  We will be led in 

moments of inspiration and reflection around significant moments in mission and ministry 
throughout the years as an annual conference.  

● This will be an annual conference following closely on the heels of the quadrennial General 
Conference to be held this May in Portland, Oregon. We will be able to hear reports from the 
delegates to General Conference that we elected at last year’s conference. 

● Finally, this year’s conference is the last one before Bishop and Rose King enter retirement. 
For eight years, Bishop King has taken us on a spiritual journey highlighting the various 
aspects of making and becoming disciples of Jesus Christ.  In a spirit of gratitude, we will 
retrace the journey we have taken together.  
 

We would like to say a word about Conference Communications. Some of you will remember that at 
last year’s annual conference it was voted that all materials, including the Book of Recommendations and 
Reports, be made available online on the conference website and through other electronic means.  As a 
result, this year Communications related to the Annual Conference Session will be disseminated through 
conference emails, District Newsletters and other district communications, our conference Advocate and 
other conference communications, as well as any printed information that local churches may choose to 
print in their church bulletins from the communications they receive.   

 

When the Book of Recommendations and Reports is available we will work to get the word out 
through the various means listed above. We know some people will access their information on electronic 
devices at Annual Conference, and others will choose to print out the information and bring it with them.  
Also, for those who want a bound copy of the Book of Recommendation and Reports, we will make them 
available for purchase for a nominal fee through an online print-on-demand company,  lulu.com, which we 
used to publish and distribute the 2015 Conference Journal.  You will receive the ordering information in 
late April/early May.  In the end, we anticipate that these changes will save the annual conference 
thousands of dollars that have been spent on paper, printing, and postage costs in the past.    

 

Below is information we hope you will find helpful as you make plans to come to Tifton.  Additional 
information and changes will be posted on the conference website, www.sgaumc.org/annualconference. 

 
Please contact us if you have any questions.  See you in June! 

Dr. Jay Harris, Conference Secretary 

http://www.sgaumc.org/ac2011


Lamar Martin & Kelly Roberson, Co-Chairs, Local Arrangements Committee 
 

Schedule  The 2016 Conference Session will begin with the First Plenary Session on Wednesday 
afternoon, June 8. Conference will conclude with the Sending Forth Service on Saturday, June 11.  Below is 
a tentative schedule of events. A more comprehensive and final schedule will be provided in the Spring of 
2016. 
 
Wednesday, June 8, 2016 
10:00 AM Registration Begins  
 2:00 PM First Plenary Session  

5:00 PM Dinner Break 
  7:00 PM Opening Worship Service 
 
Thursday, June 9, 2016 
8:00 AM Registration Reopens 
8:30 AM Laity Session  
8:30 AM Clergy Session in Ballroom 

10:00 AM Plenary Session 
12:00 PM Lunch Break 

2:00 PM Memorial Service  
5:00 PM Dinner Break 
7:00 PM Evening of Entertainment 

Friday, June 10, 2016 
 8:30 AM Plenary Session 
11:00 AM Retiree Recognition 
12:00 PM Lunch Break 

2:00 PM Plenary Session 
5:00 PM Dinner Break 

FREE NIGHT 
 
Saturday, June 11, 2016 
9:00 AM Ordination/Commissioning Service 

10:30 AM Plenary Business Session 
11:30 AM Fixing the 
Appointments/Sending 
Forth Service 
12:00 PM Adjourn 
 

  
Venue  All conference business and worship services will be held at the University of Georgia Tifton 
Campus Conference Center in Tifton, Ga. The conference center is located off of I-75 at Exit 64 at the 
intersection of U.S. Hwy 41 N.  The physical address is 15 RDC Road / Tifton, GA 31794.  A map with 
alternate routes to the Conference Center will be made available on the conference website. 
 
Registration The registration fee for all pastors and lay members to Annual Conference is $20. Retired 
clergy not serving a church are exempt from this fee. You will pay when you register at Annual Conference. 

 
 
Voting Rights—Who’s a delegate?  
Lay Members of the Annual Conference:  Lay membership shall be composed of the Lay Members 
elected by their charges, at-large delegates of the district selected by their district superintendent, the 
Conference Lay Leader, Conference President of United Methodist Men, Conference President of United 
Methodist Women, Conference President of the Council on Youth Ministries, Lay Delegates to General and 
Jurisdictional Conference, Diaconal Ministers, Lay Staff of the Conference Office of Connectional Ministries, 
Lay Chairpersons of Conference Committees, Commissions, Councils, Teams or Boards, District Lay 
Leaders, District Presidents of United Methodist Men, District Presidents of United Methodist Women, 
District Presidents of United Methodist Youth, and one youth and one young adult by each District.  
Clergy members of the Annual Conference:  Clergy delegates include Full Elders, Full Deacons, 
Associate Members, Provisional Deacons, Provisional Deacons, Full-time Local Pastors, Part-time Local 
Pastors, Retired Elders, Retired Deacons, Retired Associate Members, and Retired Provisional Members 
who retired before 2013. The Discipline does not allow Retired Local Pastors to be clergy delegates or vote 
(¶320.5); however, Retired Local Pastors who have been serving under appointment leading up to Annual 
Conference can serve as clergy delegates and vote. All clergy delegates and lay members of the Board of 
Ordained Ministry (BOM) may attend the Clergy Session, but only ordained clergy in full connection and 
lay members of the BOM may vote at the Clergy Session.  
  



Expenses / Per diem   Clergy and lay delegates who represent a local church shall have their expenses 
(including registration) paid by the local church (this includes retired clergy who are serving a church). 
Lay delegates who represent an organization and Extension Ministers shall have their expenses paid by 
the organization they represent.  Retired clergy not under appointment and clergy on disability shall 
receive a per diem of $65 per day for each day attended.  Lay members who do not represent a local 
church or conference organization shall receive a per diem on the same basis.  Retired local pastors who 
are not serving a church are not clergy according to the Discipline, and so do not qualify for a per diem. 
 
Change in Lay Member  If there has been a change in the lay member representing your local 
church/charge, please make sure to pass this information on to the correct person.  Please share the 
change with Meredyth Earnest at meredyth@sgaumc.com or let your district office know. 
 
Book of Recommendations The Book of Recommendations, which includes the reports needed for the 
Annual Conference Session, will be ready in April and made available for downloading or purchase 
through “lulu.com” at the beginning of May.  
 
Resolutions March 1 is the deadline for all Resolutions. The Resolutions Committee will consider only 
those resolutions received by March 1. For information on how to submit a resolution visit 
www.sgaumc.org/resolutions.  

 
Childcare Childcare will be available for infants through elementary age students at Tifton First UMC 
Children’s Building. Infant through pre-school childcare will be held for all worship services and business 
sessions.  Elementary age childcare will be available for business sessions only. Pre-registration is 
REQUIRED by May 27 so we know how to plan for staffing, crafts, materials, snacks and lunch.  For more 
information and to register visit www.sgaumc.org/childcare or contact Allison Lindsey at 
allison@sgaumc.com.  
 
Banquets  If you have a group that would like to plan a banquet or special event, contact Sissy Martin at 
Tifton First UMC, 229-382-6100 (church), 229-848-5016 (cell) or sissyrmartin@gmail.com. Banquets 
must be pre-paid by May 27. 
 
Displays Display spaces are available to groups and agencies related to the South Georgia Conference. 
Display space costs $50.The display policy as well as the registration form to reserve booth space can be 
found at www.sgaumc.org/displays. Reservations for the space must be made prior to the conference.  

Hotels  The following Tifton area hotels have rooms blocked for our conference. Please reserve your 
room now to ensure availability.  Ask for the South Georgia United Methodist Church group rate when 
booking.  

Comfort Inn & Suites 
320 South Virginia Ave 
Rate: 80.00 
229-382-8250 

Country Inn & Suites 
310 South Virginia Ave 
Rate: 80.00 
229-382-8100 

Days Inn & Suites 
1199 U.S. Highway 82 West 
Rate: 65.00 
229-382-8500 

Fairfield Inn & Suites 
806 West 7th Street 
Rate: 99.00 
229-387-8288 

Hampton Inn & Suites 
720 US Hwy 319 S 
Rate: 129.00 
229-382-8800 

Hilton Garden Inn 
201 Boo Drive 
Rate: 119.00 
229-382-8484 

Microtel Inns & Suites 
196 South Virginia Avenue 
Rate: 65.95 
229-387-0112 

Quality Inn 
1104 King Rd 
Rate: 64.99 
229-382-4410 

Super 8 
1022 West 2nd Street 
Rate: 53.99 
229-382-9500 
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Econo Lodge 
1025 West 2nd St 
Rate: 59.99 
229-382-0280 

Holiday Inn Express 
814 West 7th Street 
Rate: 85.00 
229-382-3300 

 
Questions  For questions regarding the business of Annual Conference, please contact Dr. Jay Harris at 
jharris@sgaumc.com. For questions regarding local arrangements or any general questions, please contact 
Kelly Roberson at 912-270-6172 or kelly@sgaumc.com.  

mailto:kelly@sgaumc.com

